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Windows	Central	is	supported	by	its	audience.	When	you	purchase	through	links	on	our	site,	we	may	earn	an	affiliate	commission.	Here’s	why	you	can	trust	us.	Microsoft	Microsoft	has	been	dutifully	updating	Windows	10	for	years,	adding	features	and	tweaking	the	interface.	Now,	there’s	a	clean	break	on	the	horizon:	Windows	11,	a	whole	new
operating	system,	which	will	be	released	in	late	2021.	Can	Windows	10	PCs	Upgrade	to	Windows	11?	Some	Windows	10	PCs	are	eligible	to	upgrade	to	Windows	11	when	it	arrives	around	the	end	of	2021.	If	your	PC	can	run	Windows	11,	the	upgrade	will	be	free.	It	all	depends	on	your	PC’s	hardware.	Windows	11’s	system	requirements	are	more
stringent	than	Windows	10’s.	For	example,	Windows	11	will	only	run	on	64-bit	PCs.	In	addition,	your	PC	will	need	a	TPM	2.0	chip	and	UEFI	firmware	with	Secure	Boot	capability.	PCs	from	the	Windows	7	era	will	almost	certainly	not	be	eligible.	You	can	check	if	your	PC	can	run	Windows	11	by	running	Microsoft’s	free	PC	Health	Check	app.	If	the	tool
says	your	PC	will	not	run	Windows	11,	there	is	a	chance	your	TPM	or	Secure	Boot	are	disabled	in	your	computer’s	UEFI	firmware	settings.	You	can	try	visiting	your	UEFI	firmware	settings	(BIOS)	and	enabling	these	features.	RELATED:	How	to	Enable	TPM	2.0	and	Secure	Boot	for	Windows	11	in	UEFI	Can	I	Still	Use	Windows	10?	Windows	11	may	feel
like	a	big	update	for	Windows	10,	but	it’s	a	whole	new	operating	system.	If	your	existing	PC	doesn’t	support	Windows	11—or	if	you	just	prefer	Windows	10	and	would	like	to	stick	with	your	existing	operating	system—you	can	keep	running	Windows	10.	Microsoft	says	Windows	10	will	be	supported	with	security	updates	until	October	14,	2025.	You	can
keep	using	Windows	10	with	no	security	concerns	until	then.	We	also	expect	software	and	hardware	developers	will	likely	continue	supporting	Windows	10	up	until	that	date—and	perhaps	even	beyond	then.	However,	some	new	hardware	components—new	CPUs,	for	example—will	likely	only	work	with	Windows	11.	RELATED:	When	Will	Microsoft
Stop	Supporting	Windows	10?	Can	Windows	11	Run	the	Same	Software?	While	Microsoft	has	been	talking	a	lot	about	implementing	some	kind	of	container	system	that	isolates	traditional	Windows	desktop	apps	for	security,	there’s	no	indication	anything	like	that	is	happening	here.	Windows	11	can	run	the	same	applications	Windows	10	can.	Better
yet:	The	new	Microsoft	Store	will	allow	traditional	Win32	desktop	apps	and	other	software,	making	classic	Windows	software	work	even	better	on	the	new	version	of	Windows.	Microsoft	isn’t	creating	a	whole	new	application	platform	like	“Metro”	in	Windows	8	or	“UWP”	in	Windows	10	this	time	around.	On	top	of	that,	Windows	11	can	run	Android
apps.	What’s	New	in	Windows	11?	Windows	11	includes	some	actually	useful	new	features	that	will	help	you	multitask	with	multiple	windows	and	even	work	with	multiple	monitors.	The	Start	menu	has	been	simplified,	and	live	tiles	have	been	removed.	Updates	are	getting	better.	Updates	will	be	40%	smaller,	and	Windows	will	install	them	in	the
background.	Also,	there	will	be	only	one	big	update	to	Windows	11	per	year—not	two	big	updates	per	year,	as	there	were	with	Windows	10.	The	taskbar	is	getting	a	widgets	pane,	and	Microsoft	is	integrating	Microsoft	Teams	into	the	taskbar	for	easy	chatting	and	calling.	(Clearly,	Skype	hasn’t	done	so	well	under	Microsoft’s	ownership.)	We’ve	already
mentioned	the	improvements	to	Windows	11’s	Microsoft	Store,	which	are	huge:	Finally,	every	Windows	app	you	might	want	can	be	part	of	the	Store.	You’ll	even	be	able	to	install	Android	apps	from	the	Store	There	are	some	improvements	for	PC	gaming,	too.	Auto	HDR	and	DirectStorage	make	their	way	from	the	Xbox	Series	X	over	to	the	PC,
improving	graphics	in	many	older	games	and	optimizing	load	times	in	newer	games	on	powerful	PCs.	What	Did	Microsoft	Remove	From	Windows	11?	Microsoft	A	variety	of	features	are	being	removed	from	Windows	11.	Here	are	some	of	the	big	ones:	The	taskbar	is	changing,	and	a	variety	of	options	are	being	removed.	For	example,	you	can	no	longer
move	your	taskbar	to	another	edge	of	your	screen—it	must	always	be	aligned	on	the	bottom.	You	can	no	longer	enable	window	labels	on	the	taskbar,	either.	The	Start	menu	is	dramatically	simplified.	Live	tiles	are	gone,	effectively	replaced	by	widgets	in	the	Widgets	panel.	You	can’t	name	pinned	groups	or	folders	of	apps	in	the	Start	menu.	Cortana	is
no	longer	pinned	to	the	taskbar	by	default,	and	Cortana	won’t	talk	to	you	during	the	PC	setup	process	anymore.	There	are	many	other	changes,	and	Microsoft	has	a	list	of	removed	features.	Overall,	however,	the	features	being	removed	are	things	you	probably	won’t	miss.	(Goodbye,	Windows	Timeline!)	I	still	remember	the	first	time	I	interacted	with
Windows	3.1	back	in	1992.	It	was	so	refreshing	to	work	with	something	other	than	CLI	(Command	Line	Interface),	which	dominated	personal	computers	in	the	mid-to	late	eighties.	A	lot	has	changed	for	Microsoft	since	those	days.When	I	was	invited	to	ask	this	column,	I	had	to	double	check	that	it	has	been	five	years	since	Windows	7	was	released.
Time	certainly	has	passed	by	quickly.	As	for	the	one-year	anniversary	of	Windows	8.1,	that,	I	can	easily	accept.Its	troubled	start	(particularly	around	refreshing	the	look	and	feel	of	Microsoft's	consumer	operating	system)	did	not	result	in	the	adoption	rates	Microsoft	was	hoping	for.Historically,	organisations	have	not	adopted	the	latest	operating
system	in	fear	of	impacting	their	application	landscapes.For	instance,	there	are	still	thousands	of	systems	out	there	running	Windows	XP	although	Microsoft	has	discontinued	support	for	it.Hands	on:	Windows	10	reviewHowever,	Microsoft	has	adapted	to	this	reluctance	for	change,	delivering	Windows	7	in	2009	(which	remains	the	Microsoft	operating
system	of	choice	today,	despite	the	availability	of	Windows	8.1).	It	is	mature	and	it	is	trusted.So,	while	I	am	quick	to	say	that	Windows	7	is	a	significant	player	in	the	history	of	operating	systems,	Windows	8.1	is	decidedly	not.	If	you	do	a	quick	web	search,	you	will	find	many	articles	detailing	how	Windows	8.1	is	a	flop,	and	the	demise	of	Windows	XP
has	actually	increased	sales	of	Windows	7.Nevertheless,	I	see	Windows	10	as	a	distinct	departure	from	these	previous	operating	systems.	Whereas	Windows	8.1	has	been	merely	patched	up	to	survive	in	today's	ultra-fast	changing	OS	landscape,	Windows	10	appears	to	fully	embrace	the	world	of	mobile	computing	and	cloud	computing	from	the	ground
up.	With	Satya	Nadella	at	the	helm,	Microsoft	has	been	remarkably	open	towards	Windows	10.Before	the	release	of	Windows	8.1,	Microsoft	surveyed	the	market	and	then	decided	what	needed	to	be	developed,	but	on	this	occasion,	Microsoft	has	invited	the	community	to	influence	the	eventual	release	of	Windows	10	by	deploying	a	technical	beta
version	of	the	code.To	date,	over	1	million	users	are	evaluating	Windows	10,	with	Microsoft	receiving	200,000	distinct	pieces	of	feedback	already.	This	is	a	clear	indication	from	Microsoft	that	they	are	looking	to	get	back	in	the	game	with	old	adversaries	(Linux	vendors),	as	well	as	new	competitors	(Amazon,	Google,	and	Apple).Although	Windows	7
certainly	has	been	the	staple	OS	of	choice	for	most	enterprises,	in	terms	of	the	desktop	as	well	as	the	server/infrastructure,	what	Microsoft	delivered	was	fit-for-purpose	in	the	period	that	it	was	released.10	great	new	features	in	Windows	10Given	that	Microsoft	was	largely	dependent	on	the	hardware	capabilities	of	the	time,	they	now	have	their	work
cut	out	for	them	to	ensure	that	Windows	10	will	be	flexible	enough	to	accommodate	the	next	wave	of	computing	revolutions.The	market	has	changed	significantly	in	the	past	five	years	in	terms	of	smartphones,	tablets,	laptops,	desktops,	servers,	and	most	recently	public/private/hybrid	cloud	and	the	IoT	(Internet	of	Things),	but	these	considerations
were	not	nearly	as	critical	for	the	success	of	Windows	7.Given	the	importance	of	the	huge	variety	of	computing	platforms,	Microsoft	now	needs	to	be	more	agile	with	respect	to	cloud	and	mobile	readiness,	the	development	of	applications,	and	integration	with	non-Microsoft-based	platforms.The	major	difference	between	the	releases	of	Windows	7	and
8.1	and	the	release	of	Windows	10	is	the	expectation.	In	2014,	there	is	no	room	for	error	(an	impossible	feat	for	software	development).	This	day	and	age	requires	immediate	fulfilment	and	zero	tolerance	for	product	delays.While	the	public	may	once	have	more	readily	accepted	earlier	OSs,	the	onus	is	now	on	Microsoft	to	ensure	its	platform	is	flexible,
high	performing,	scalable,	and	secure	if	they	are	to	compete	and	lead	the	way	for	computing	platforms	in	the	future.Since	it	is	assumed	that	Microsoft	will	deliver	consumer-grade	experiences	with	next-to-zero	failure	rates	across	the	platform,	Microsoft	will	need	to	meet	and	exceed	the	high	bar	set	by	their	competition	in	order	to	be	seen	as	an
innovator	and	leader	in	software	development.Asad	Malik	is	Product	Manager,	Managed	Services	for	MTI	(opens	in	new	tab)
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